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71 FOR-MAR NATURE PRESERVE & ARBORETUM

Nature gives us so much, sometimes it's good to give back. Since 1970, that's
been the spirit behind For-Mar Nature Preserve & Arboretum. With 383 acres
of carefully preserved Michigan flora and fauna and one of the state's finest
" collections of rare trees, For-Mar is where Michigan goes to learn about —

and from — the best of the world around us.

THE MERKLEYS' LEGACY

d Forbes and Martha Merkley ran a successful dairy farm just a few minutes

east of downtown Flint. It was a magnificent landscape with open

to preserve theu speual corner of Genesee Coumy and make it
available for environmental education as an arboretum and wildlife
sanctuary. So they donated their property to the Genesee County
Parks and Recreation Commission to establish

For-Mar Nature Preserve & Arboretum.

UPDATE FROM THE PRESERVERS - GENESEE COUNTY PARKS'
NATURE S SUPERHERDES

in April 2015, when the first Superhero Trail opened at For-Mar Nature
Preserve and Arboretum. This facility of the Genesee County Parks and
Recreation Commission is home to The Preservers - except when they
are busy traveling, with the For-Mar staff by their side, teaching and
training Genesee County residents the skills that will help them
become Nature's Superheroes , too. Join them at For-Mar's special
Superhero programs and large community events, or invite them to
come to your school or special event. In this edition the adventure
continues as The Preservers battle against forces trying to destroy our

- | natural world and Save the Green . Stay tuned for the Third Edition to

~.] learn more about the new treehouse headquarters built by the
Treehouse Masters just for them and visitors at For-Mar Nature
| Preserve & Arboretum.

#Geneseecountyparks

...... GENESEE COUNTY PARKS

geneseecountyparks.org Get away. Right away.




FOR-MAR NATURE

PRESERVE & ARBORETUM

geneseecountyparks.org | 800.648.PARK
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Visitor's Center Hours: 8am - 5pm Daily

Grounds Hours: 8am - Sunset Daily GENESEE

Nature Preserve: 810.789.8567 EE#K%T‘

Arboretum: 810.789.8568
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LEADER AND MENTOR OF
THE TEAM, GRAND MASTER
SNAPPER HAS BEEN AROUND
FOR MANY YEARS AND
KNOWS MANY THINGS! 4
f = ‘\I /2

MASTER OF
DECOMPOSITION.
FUNGI,
BACTERIA
AND
INVERTEBRATES
ARE DK.'S
FRIENDS AND
HERS TO
CONTROL!

CONTROLS

SUNLIGHT

WHICH SHE
NOT ONLY

USES TO
HELP ;’/HINGS

A
NOCTURNAL
PREDATOR




IMEETY/ /45 25/ 475,

FANTASTIC
LEAPER
AND EXPERT

/S ALSO
AN INDICATOR
SPECIES
AND CHANGES
FROM

TALL AND
QUIET, THE
GREEN CAN

MAKE PLANTS
AND TREES

INSTANTLY

Grow!

A FLYING
POLLINATOR
WHO AIPS IN
THE HEALTHY
GROWTH OF
PLANTS. HER
ROSE SCEPTER
CAN PACK A
HEFTY STING!

THIS
FLYING
DAYTIME
TOP PREDATOR
AS STRONG

/8 ONG )

AND HEROIC AS

HE IS FULL OF |
HIMSELF!
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Nature is Under Attack!

New species have been introduced into ecosystems across the world
causing havoc on our natives. Invasive species can out compete

invasive species were not enough, pollution can take on many forms

= leaving waves of destruction in its path. The Preservers need your
help to fight these evil nature villains. To learn more about nature’s villains solve
the puzzles on these pages, then create the next Superhero to join the team!

Name That Invasive Species!

Search the comic book to identify these evil villains and tell how they harm our ecosystems.

Whoam I? Who am 1?

How do | do harm? How do | do harm?

Whoam I? Whoam I?

How do | do harm? How do | do harm?

Nature Villains Word Search
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- INVASIVE

SPECIES
D POLLUTION
AIR
WATER
LIGHT
SOUND
SOIL
RATSEL
POLL-U-TOR
LONG-HORNED
BEETLE
OAK WILT
BLACK LOCUST
GREEN
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Mix and Match Pollution

Match the image of pollution to the type of pollution it is.

We need you to help us create For-Mar’s newest
SUPERHERO to help fight Eli Ratsel and his evil
friends!

We Need
YOU!

Use blank sheet of paper if needed:
Submit superhero images to
nferguson@gcparks.org



GET AWAY. RIGHT AWAY. ANY DAY.

geneseecountyparks.org | 800.648.PARK

LYORBRO@

_Wolverine Cam pground

Stepping Stone Falls

Busy as life can be, sometimes you just need to get away, right away. Welcome to the Genesee
County Parks, Michigan's largest county park system. With more than 11,000 acres of woods, rivers,
lakes, trails, beaches and campgrounds, getting away in the great outdoors is as close as one of the
Genesee Parks. So when your routine starts to feel a little too routine, slip away to Mid-Michigan's
favorite outdoor playground. It's just around the corner. At your Genesee County Parks.

e GENESEE COUNTY PARKS
Get away. Right away.




