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Flint River Trail Usage at Genesee Rd. 

3/1/2020 - 7/10/2020 

New section of Iron Belle Trail, Richfield County Park 
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New entrance sign at Richfield County Park 
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For-Mar staff presented on the Butterfly House at the MParks 

Conference in January 2020 

Outdoor Explorers, Owl Pellet Dissection. 

New 100% outdoor program 
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In March and April, programming took 
on a different look with virtual options to 
keep visitors engaged while in lockdown. 
Early spring brought record numbers of 
visitors to the park for outdoor activities. 
This was one of many parks being utilized 
by residents while safely social distancing. 

50th Birthday Party October 31, 2020 

The 6th edition of the Superhero Comic Book that centers around 

Michigan and For-Mar History. This comic was put up on the trail in 

May 2020 

Teachers adopt a tree  
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Staff removing invasive species  

Before (top) and after (bottom) trail maintenance 

New arbor for the Four Seasons Garden  
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New railroad ties on the main line  

Car #306 interior wood walls restoration 

Left: Before   Right: After 

Car #102 freshly painted with new windows installed 

Inset: Restoring and rebuilding windows for train car restoration 
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Freshly painted Chapel Painted and restored Atlas Grist Mill 
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Sawmill open enclosure building 

 

New chinking on the Salter Cabin  

Period accurate hand painted 

signs 
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Despite a late start due to state regulations 
regarding the Covid 19 pandemic, park usage 
was at an all-time high for Wolverine’s 2020 
camping season. The Campground was at 
100% capacity every weekend except one for 
the summer operating season. Fall camping 
was added for the first time in many years and 
customer feedback was extremely positive. 
The campground was consistently over 50% 
capacity despite a lack of ideal camping 
weather during this time. 

     Important campsite modifications were 

made to allow for easier access. Several site 

posts and fire pits were adjusted based on 

camper feedback. Included in this process, all 

electrical boxes were labeled with the 

campsite number to reduce confusion. A 

major overhaul of Campground maps and 

brochures began in preparation for the 

upcoming 2021 season to reflect the changes 
made and to better convey camping 
information to our customers.  

 Our Park Horticulturist and Maintenance 
staff have worked diligently to improve, 
preserve, and maintain our natural resources 
for the long term health of the campground. 
This year they focused on planting new trees 
for shade during the fall and pruning existing 
trees for the safety of our campers. The long 
term goal is to responsibly operate a safe and 
healthy shaded park which in turn would help 
reduce the strain on our electrical system 
during the summer.  

 Our Rec-Trac recreation software and 
computers were updated along with changes 
to the registration and check in processes, 
which allowed the Campground to better 
serve our customers. These updates helped 
to reduce wait times and eliminated long 
lines during an extremely busy season. 

 Numerous other park maintenance and 

building improvements were also made for 

the 2020 season. 
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Campsite 165 on a chilly October morning  
Autumn Blaze Maple tree planted at wolverine 

October 2020  

Our restroom facilities got a much needed 

face lift as all exterior bathrooms received a 

fresh coat of paint. A charcoal vent filter was 

added to our registration roof vent to 

improve air quality in the area. In early 

spring park grills were replaced at Buttercup 

Beach and Old Beaver picnic area. Parking 

areas at Buttercup Beach and the shower 

building were defined to improve traffic flow. 

The Genesee County Parks Boat Launches 
had a sizeable increase in usage this year as 
boaters flocked to the Holloway Reservoir 
when summer temps sizzled. With the loss of 
some northern Michigan boating recreation, 
many county residents and non-residents 
stayed closer to home and enjoyed a new 
summer boating opportunity on the 
Holloway Reservoir. 



 14 

Monarch Waystation located at N. Saginaw and Austin 

Peace Garden at the Flint Farmer’s Market 

Kearsley Park small playground located near the Grand Pavilion 

Keep Genesee County Beautiful spent much of 
2020 bringing capital improvements to City parks 
and Gateway Gardens. Three new playgrounds 
were constructed and new pieces of equipment 
were installed in two parks. Multiple parks 
received new benches, grills, picnic tables, porta-
johns and playground repairs. More than 1,816 
plants and bulbs were planted this year in 
addition to brush clearing and tree removal. 
Arrangements for weekly curbside trash pickup 
were also made. 

     KGCB teamed up with the Flint Public Art 

Project adding public art on utility boxes as well as 

a mural by artist Kevin Burdick. The Flint Farmers 

Market saw the completion of a new monarch 

waystation and themed gardens. 
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Parks Director in a public service announcement in April 2020. 
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K-9 unit on graduation day 

The year 2020 saw some changes within the 

Ranger Division. First and foremost, the Ranger 

Division saw the retirement of Chief Kevin 

Shanlian. Chief Shanlian brought great leadership 

and positive change to the Ranger Division for 

roughly a decade. His leadership will be greatly 

missed. Chief Shanlian led by example and laid a 

strong foundation to build on. Taking Chief 

Shanlian’s place is Chief Brian Warden. Chief 

Warden is a Swartz Creek native and came to the 

Parks from the City of Burton Police Department, 

where he was Lieutenant. The Ranger Division will 

continue to provide an all-inclusive, safe, family 

friendly, and quality experience for everyone who 

attends the Genesee County Parks to enjoy.  

The Ranger Division graduated a new K-9 handler 

in August of 2020. The Ranger and his K-9  have 

been a great asset to the Genesee County Parks, its 

patrons and the jurisdictions that border our parks. 

Since graduating the K-9 academy in August the K-9 

unit has been responsible for: 

 

Explosive Searches: 34 

Article Searches: 49 

Vehicle Searches: 3 

Tracks: 28 

Building Searches: 5 

Felony Arrests: 2 

Misdemeanor Arrest: 1 

Track and Found Missing Endangered: 1 
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