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COMMISSION MINUTES:   	January 8, 2026

MEMBERS PRESENT IN-PERSON:
	
Secretary Anne Figueroa
	Commissioner James Avery
Commissioner Bill Brandon
Commissioner Gary Goetzinger
Commissioner Mike Keeler
	Commissioner Cathy Lane
Commissioner Kevin Sylvester
	
MEMBERS ABSENT: 	President Joe Krapohl
			Vice President James Washington
Commissioner Domonique Clemons
		
STAFF PRESENT IN-PERSON:	
Patrick Linihan, Parks Director; Melissa Gagne, Parks Operations Manager; Rick Witham, Chief Park Ranger; Tim Williams, Sergeant; Cassie Voelker, Director of Finance and Park Operations; Scott Burnett, Parks Operations Manager; Anthony Walter, Parks Operations Manager; Emily Stetson, Park Program Manager; Nicole Ferguson, Chief Park Naturalist 

OTHERS PRESENT:	Tom Kehoe, Genesee, MI 
	Mike Yancho, Grand Blanc Twp, MI


1. [bookmark: _Hlk94858216]CALL TO ORDER.  Secretary Figueroa presided and called the meeting to order at 10:00 AM. 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT.  Anyone wishing to address the commission must state their name and address and they have 3 minutes to speak.

Public comment received. 

3. [bookmark: _Hlk106184195]CONSENT AGENDA.  Secretary Figueroa asked Commissioners if there were any items they wish to remove from the consent agenda for discussion. No items were removed.




[image: ]






ACTION TAKEN:
Motion by Commissioner Keeler
Supported by Commissioner Lane

MOTION AND SUPPORT TO APPROVE ITEMS A-C AS LISTED IN PACKET.
[bookmark: _Hlk156374583]ROLL CALL
YEAS:  	Avery, Brandon, Figueroa, Goetzinger, Keeler, Lane, Sylvester
NAYS:	None
ABSENT: Clemons, Krapohl, Washington

MOTION CARRIED 7-0-3

4. DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· Recognition of BOC Chairperson, Dale Weighill and Vice Chair, Gary Goetzinger
· Saturday, January 10 – Friends Symposium
· Action Plan presentation will be held 2/26/26
· Introduction – Tim Williams, Sergeant for Park Police Division
· Introduction – Devy Kabelman, Seasonal Parks Operations Supervisor
· Opening day for reservations at Wolverine Campground up $22,000 from 2025
· MNRTF board recommendation for Stepping Stone Falls grant project
· Christmas at Crossroads saw 43,000 people – doing a zip code analysis
· Shriners will be holding a EDM festival at E.A. Cummings in 2027

A. REQUEST TO APPROVE AGREEMENT – WATER & WASTE SERVICES
Genesee County Parks and Recreation staff requests the approval of an agreement with the Drain Commission Water & Waste Services for Capacity Management and Operations Maintenance. Agreement valid through December 31, 2035, unless any service is earlier terminated.
	
ACTION TAKEN:
Motion by Commissioner Lane
Supported by Commissioner Avery

MOTION AND SUPPORT TO APPROVE AGREEMENT AND OBTAIN SIGNATURES FROM THE COMMISSION.      

ROLL CALL
YEAS:  	Avery, Brandon, Figueroa, Goetzinger, Keeler, Lane
NAYS:	None
ABSENT: Clemons, Krapohl, Washington
ABSTAIN: Sylvester

MOTION CARRIED 6-0-3-1


B. REQUEST TO APPROVE 2026 PROPOSED MEETING SCHEDULE
Genesee County Parks and Recreation staff requests the approval of the 2026 Parks Commission Meeting Schedule. 

Sylvester: It was a no for me last time (night meetings). It will be a no for me today.
Keeler: With projects in Flint, is there opportunity to meet at the watershed office?
Brandon: If we consider night meetings, can we let the staff not be here?
Linihan: I’m comfortable with this proposed schedule.

ACTION TAKEN:
Motion by Commissioner Lane
Supported by Commissioner Goetzinger

MOTION AND SUPPORT TO APPROVE THE 2026 PARKS COMMISSION MEETING SCHEDULE.  

ROLL CALL
YEAS:  	Avery, Brandon, Figueroa, Goetzinger, Keeler, Lane
NAYS:	Sylvester
ABSENT: Clemons, Krapohl, Washington

MOTION CARRIED 7-1-2

C. [bookmark: _Hlk195778241]REQUEST TO APPROVE PILOT PROGRAM – CRV SUMMER ADMISSION FOR STAFF
Genesee County Parks and Recreation staff requests approval of a pilot program to provide free admission only to Crossroads Village during the 2026 summer season to all Genesee County employees. 

ACTION TAKEN:
Motion by Commissioner Lane
Supported by Commissioner Keeler

MOTION AND SUPPORT TO AMEND THE ORIGINAL REQUEST TO EXTEND THE OFFER TO EMPLOYEE PLUS FIVE IMMEDIATE FAMILY MEMBERS.

ROLL CALL
YEAS:  	Avery, Brandon, Figueroa, Goetzinger, Keeler, Lane, Sylvester
NAYS:	None
ABSENT: Clemons, Krapohl, Washington

MOTION CARRIED 7-0-3

D. REQUEST TO APPROVE AGREEMENT – WILDERNESS INQUIRY (FOR-MAR)
Genesee County Parks and Recreation staff requests the approval of an agreement with Wilderness Inquiry for five scheduled Canoe Experience events on Mott Lake, May 26 – May 30, 2026. Funding provided by Wilderness Inquiry through the C.S. Mott Foundation. NO USE OF COUNTY GENERAL FUND. 
	
ACTION TAKEN:
Motion by Commissioner Keeler
Supported by Commissioner Lane

MOTION AND SUPPORT TO APPROVE AGREEMENT AND OBTAIN SIGNATURES FROM THE COMMISSION. 
   
ROLL CALL
YEAS:  	Avery, Brandon, Figueroa, Goetzinger, Keeler, Lane, Sylvester
NAYS:	None
ABSENT: Clemons, Krapohl, Washington

MOTION CARRIED 7-0-3


5. OLD/NEW BUSINESS — None. 


6. OPPORTUNITY FOR COMMISSIONERS TO ADDRESS THE COMMISSION

Keeler: Didn’t we already discuss the toxic waste and the outcome?
Linihan: Yes, you received a copy of the investigation. A tag was put on preemptively in case there was anything of concern. There was no concern.
Witham: There was no product on the ground.
Keeler: It was not us?
Witham: No, it was MDOT.
Brandon: Leftover from the bridge construction?
Witham: Yes. To err on the side of caution if something was there, but there was no product on the ground. 

Avery: Happy New Year.

Sylvester: Can you address the conditions of Crossroads Village?
Linihan: We’ve received the draft of the facility condition assessment and are prioritizing repairs based on need. We will be focusing on Attica Hotel – windows, siding, roofing. We will be redoing twelve roofs this spring, scraping buildings and painting.

Lane: (Halloween) looked great. Can we have an update on the dam?
Linihan: Summit Concrete will be coming out when the weather breaks. Needs are superficial, there is nothing wrong with the superstructure.
Lane: Good leader, great staff.

Brandon: Holloway Dam drums – City of Flint should have a grant writer. 
Linihan: Not aware of any plans.
Keeler: ARPA money to give away in City of Flint – will bring up to council person.
Linihan: Recommend having the Holloway Lake Association talk to Chief Strategic Officer of City of Flint. 

Figueroa: Thank you for your leadership.


7. ADJOURNMENT. Hearing no objections to adjournment, the meeting adjourned at 10:54 AM.

I, Melissa Gagne, Parks Operations Manager, certify that the above is a true and correct transcript from the January 8, 2026, Parks and Recreation Commission meeting that was duly called and held in all respects in accordance with the laws of the State of MI and the by-laws of the company and that a quorum was present.

I further certify that the votes and resolutions of the commissioners of Genesee County Parks and Recreation Commission at the meeting are operative and in full force and effect and have not been annulled or modified by any vote or resolution passed or adopted by the board since that meeting.


_________________________________________
Melissa Gagne, Parks Operations Manager
Genesee County Parks and Recreation Commission
810.736.7100
mgagne@gcparks.org
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