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COMMISSION MINUTES:   	February 26, 2026

MEMBERS PRESENT IN-PERSON:
	President Anne Figueroa
Vice President Gary Goetzinger
Secretary Mike Keeler
	Commissioner James Avery
Commissioner Bill Brandon
Commissioner Travis Howell
	Commissioner Cathy Lane
Commissioner Kevin Sylvester
	
MEMBERS ABSENT: 	Commissioner Domonique Clemons

		
STAFF PRESENT IN-PERSON:	
Patrick Linihan, Parks Director; Melissa Gagne, Parks Operations Manager; Rick Witham, Chief Park Police; Cassie Voelker, Director of Finance and Park Operations; Scott Burnett, Parks Operations Manager; Anthony Walter, Parks Operations Manager; Beth Schrader, CRV Event Coordinator; Nicole Ferguson, Chief Park Naturalist; Courtney Prout, Park Naturalist; Jackie Domerese, Parks Communications, Event, and Brand Manager; Allyson Voelker, Marketing Assistant; Mick Kimball, Director of Railroad Operations; Mike Horton, Chief of Locomotive Operations; Brian VanPatten, Chief Park Horticulturist; Jess Pannett, Horticulturist; Darrin Raupp, Park Superintendent; Jaime Welch, FRWC; Amanda Edwards, KGCB; Devyn Kabelman, Seasonal Operations Supervisor

OTHERS PRESENT:	Tom Kehoe, Genesee, MI 


1. [bookmark: _Hlk94858216]CALL TO ORDER.  Secretary Figueroa presided and called the meeting to order at 10:00 AM. 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT - GENERAL.  Anyone wishing to address the commission must state their name and address and they have 3 minutes to speak.

Public comment received. 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT – MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES GRANT OPPORTUNITIES.  Anyone wishing to address the commission must state their name and address and they have 3 minutes to speak.

No public comment. 
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4. [bookmark: _Hlk106184195]CONSENT AGENDA.  President Figueroa asked Commissioners if there were any items they wish to remove from the consent agenda for discussion. No items were removed.
ACTION TAKEN:
Motion by Commissioner Keeler
Supported by Commissioner Goetzinger

MOTION AND SUPPORT TO APPROVE ITEMS A-C AS LISTED IN PACKET.
ROLL CALL
YEAS:  	Avery, Brandon, Figueroa, Goetzinger, Howell, Keeler, Lane, Sylvester
NAYS:	None
ABSENT: Clemons

MOTION CARRIED 8-0-1

5. DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· Day Out With Thomas (DOWT) will no longer be held at Greenfield Village. We will be the only location in Michigan
· Acknowledgment of maintenance staff plowing efforts
· Staff is processing firewood for the year
· Fleet & Facilities Division is completing preventative maintenance on vehicles and equipment

A. REQUEST TO APPLY FOR GRANTS – MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
Genesee County Parks and Recreation staff requests the approval to submit three grant applications to the Michigan Department of Natural Resources:
MNRTF – Stepping Stone Falls Lot Development Phase 2 - $250,000
MNRTF – Development of Educational Dock at For-Mar - $80,000
Land & Water Conservation Fund – Bluebell Beach Lot Development - $500,000
	
ACTION TAKEN:
Motion by Commissioner Keeler
Supported by Commissioner Brandon

MOTION AND SUPPORT TO APPROVE SUBMISSION OF GRANT APPLICATIONS AND REFER TO BOC APPROVAL PROCESS.      

ROLL CALL
YEAS:  	Avery, Brandon, Figueroa, Goetzinger, Howell, Keeler, Lane, Sylvester
NAYS:	None
ABSENT: Clemons

MOTION CARRIED 8-0-1

B. REQUEST TO APPROVE AGREEMENT – BENTLEY GSRP
Genesee County Parks and Recreation staff requests the approval of an agreement with Bentley GSRP to allow For-Mar staff to provide educational programming to students at For-Mar, three days per week, through May 30, 2026. 

ACTION TAKEN:
Motion by Commissioner Lane
Supported by Commissioner Avery


MOTION AND SUPPORT TO APPROVE AGREEMENT AND OBTAIN SIGNATURES FROM THE COMMISSION.  

ROLL CALL
YEAS:  	Avery, Brandon, Figueroa, Goetzinger, Howell, Keeler, Lane, Sylvester
NAYS:	None
ABSENT: Clemons

MOTION CARRIED 8-0-1

C. [bookmark: _Hlk195778241]REQUEST TO APPROVE CONTRACT – PLAYCORE WISCONSIN INC. 
Genesee County Parks and Recreation staff requests approval of a Professional Services Contract with Playcore Wisconsin Inc., in an amount not to exceed $40,534.26, for playground builds at Broome Park and Sarginson Park in the City of Flint. NO USE OF PARKS FUND. NO USE OF COUNTY GENERAL FUND. 

Keeler: Are we removing old and replacing or is this for a new spot?
Linihan: Replacing. 

ACTION TAKEN:
Motion by Commissioner Avery
Supported by Commissioner Brandon

MOTION AND SUPPORT TO APPROVE CONTRACT AND REFER TO BOC APPROVAL PROCESS. 

ROLL CALL
YEAS:  	Avery, Brandon, Figueroa, Goetzinger, Howell, Keeler, Lane, Sylvester
NAYS:	None
ABSENT: Clemons

MOTION CARRIED 8-0-1

D. REQUEST TO APPROVE CHANGE ORDER - MVVA
Genesee County Parks and Recreation staff requests the approval of a contract amendment with Michael Van Valkenburgh Associates, inc., for a total contract amount not to exceed $1,571,800.00, for the design and project administering services for the Chevy Commons Play Garden Project. This is a $24,000.00 increase for additional geotechnical services, soil gas investigation, and as-needed consulting and O&M Plan. NO USE OF PARKS FUND. NO USE OF COUNTY GENERAL FUND. 

Brandon: Borings hit concrete. 
Linihan: It is capped. There is a Due Care Plan. The foundations stayed plus a soft cap on top. They hit concrete through the soft cap. There has been investigation and EPA review. 
Keeler: Vapors can still get passed the foundations and soft cap?
Linihan: It’s possible.  
	
ACTION TAKEN:
Motion by Commissioner Lane
Supported by Commissioner Avery

MOTION AND SUPPORT TO APPROVE CHANGE ORDER AND REFER TO BOC APPROVAL PROCESS. 





   
ROLL CALL
YEAS:  	Avery, Brandon, Figueroa, Goetzinger, Howell, Keeler, Lane, Sylvester
NAYS:	None
ABSENT: Clemons

MOTION CARRIED 8-0-1

E. INFORMATIONAL: PARKS ANNUAL REPORT

F. PRESENTATION: PARKS ACTION PLAN 2026

6. OLD/NEW BUSINESS — None. 

7. OPPORTUNITY FOR COMMISSIONERS TO ADDRESS THE COMMISSION

Keeler: Railroad ties stacked at corridors were picked up after 10 years. 

Goetzinger: Update on process for new Parks Commissioner – aiming to vote in March to cover the partial term seat.

Lane: Noticed the plaque with vision. People are excited and always smiling. Appreciation to staff for all they do and for helping City of Flint. 

Brandon: Thank you to Nicole Ferguson and the Boy Scouts for the project to build 34 bat houses to distribute across the county.

Figueroa: Welcome to Commissioner Howell. Thank you to staff. “We see you. We appreciate you.”


8. ADJOURNMENT. Hearing no objections to adjournment, the meeting adjourned at 11:54 AM.

I, Melissa Gagne, Parks Operations Manager, certify that the above is a true and correct transcript from the February 26, 2026, Parks and Recreation Commission meeting that was duly called and held in all respects in accordance with the laws of the State of MI and the by-laws of the company and that a quorum was present.

I further certify that the votes and resolutions of the commissioners of Genesee County Parks and Recreation Commission at the meeting are operative and in full force and effect and have not been annulled or modified by any vote or resolution passed or adopted by the board since that meeting.


_________________________________________
Melissa Gagne, Parks Operations Manager
Genesee County Parks and Recreation Commission
810.736.7100
mgagne@gcparks.org
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