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COMMISSION MINUTES:   	March 12, 2026

MEMBERS PRESENT IN-PERSON:
	President Anne Figueroa
Vice President Gary Goetzinger
Secretary Mike Keeler
	Commissioner Bill Brandon
Commissioner Travis Howell
	Commissioner Cathy Lane
Commissioner Kevin Sylvester
	
MEMBERS ABSENT: 	
Commissioner James Avery
Commissioner Domonique Clemons

		
STAFF PRESENT IN-PERSON:	
Patrick Linihan, Parks Director; Allyson Voelker, Marketing Assistant; Rick Witham, Chief Park Police; Scott Burnett, Parks Operations Manager; Emily Stetson, Park Program Manager; Beth Schrader, CRV Event Coordinator; Nicole Ferguson, Chief Park Naturalist; Emily Buccaneer, For-Mar Educator; Anthony Walter, Parks Operations Manager; Devyn Kabelman, Seasonal Operations Supervisor

OTHERS PRESENT:	None.


1. [bookmark: _Hlk94858216]CALL TO ORDER.  Secretary Figueroa presided and called the meeting to order at 10:01 AM. 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT.  Anyone wishing to address the commission must state their name and address and they have 3 minutes to speak.

No public comment. [image: ]

3. [bookmark: _Hlk106184195]CONSENT AGENDA.  President Figueroa asked Commissioners if there were any items they wish to remove from the consent agenda for discussion. No items were removed.
ACTION TAKEN:
Motion by Commissioner Keeler
Supported by Commissioner Sylvester

MOTION AND SUPPORT TO APPROVE ITEMS A-C AS LISTED IN PACKET.
YEAS:  	Brandon, Figueroa, Goetzinger, Howell, Keeler, Lane, Sylvester
NAYS:	None
ABSENT: Avery, Clemons

MOTION CARRIED 7-0-2

4. DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· Staff attended mParks Conference and received two awards
· Three staff are currently attending NRPA Revenue Development and Management School
· We held an 80’s Murder Mystery event at Crossroads Village
· It is Maple Syrup month at For-Mar and time for Spring Break Camp
· The Park Program Manager position for Flint River Watershed Coalition is posted
· Vietnam Vet Chapter with Bluebell Beach to bring back the Wall


A. PRESENTATION: BENTLEY GSRP – CHELSEA HORTON, KRISTY SPANN & NICOLE FERGUSON

B. PRESENTATION: FRIENDS OF FOR-MAR EVENT – DAVID LAWSON & JENNIFER FARRINGTON

C. [bookmark: _Hlk195778241]REQUEST TO WAIVE PARK RULES FOR SPECIAL EVENT – FRIENDS OF FOR-MAR 
Genesee County Parks and Recreation staff requests approval to permit event activities for For-Mar After Dark Wine Walk event on Friday, August 14, 2026, from 5:00-8:00pm. Request includes special use of the park and application for special event liquor license.

ACTION TAKEN:
Motion by Commissioner Brandon
Supported by Commissioner Lane

MOTION AND SUPPORT TO WAIVE STATED PARK RULES FOR SPECIAL EVENT.
YEAS:  	Brandon, Figueroa, Goetzinger, Howell, Keeler, Lane, Sylvester
NAYS:	None
ABSENT: Avery, Clemons

MOTION CARRIED 7-0-2

D. REQUEST TO APPROVE AGREEMENT – FARM ANIMALS AT CROSSROADS VILLAGE
Genesee County Parks and Recreation staff requests the approval of an agreement with Teena Gager for farm animal housing at Crossroads Village. This includes 1 mini horse, 2 goats, 1 donkey, 1 cow and calf, and chickens. Term: May 13-September 10, 2026. NO USE OF COUNTY GENERAL FUND.

Lane: Great experience.
	
ACTION TAKEN:
Motion by Commissioner Lane
Supported by Commissioner Keeler

MOTION AND SUPPORT TO APPROVE AGREEMENT AND OBTAIN SIGNATURES. 
   
YEAS:  	Brandon, Figueroa, Goetzinger, Howell, Keeler, Lane, Sylvester
NAYS:	None
ABSENT: Avery, Clemons

MOTION CARRIED 7-0-2





E. REQUEST TO APPROVE EXPENSE – POLICE & PUBLIC SAFETY RADIOS
Genesee County Parks and Recreation staff requests the approval of expenses to vendors for the purchase of police and public safety radios and supplies, in an amount not to exceed $80,000, for FYE 2026. NO USE OF COUNTY GENERAL FUND.
	
ACTION TAKEN:
Motion by Commissioner Goetzinger
Supported by Commissioner Keeler

MOTION AND SUPPORT TO APPROVE EXPENSE AND REFER TO BOC APPROVAL PROCESS. 
   
YEAS:  	Brandon, Figueroa, Goetzinger, Howell, Keeler, Lane, Sylvester
NAYS:	None
ABSENT: Avery, Clemons

MOTION CARRIED 7-0-2

F. REQUEST TO APPROVE AGREEMENT – DAY OUT WITH THOMAS
Genesee County Parks and Recreation staff requests the approval of the event agreement with Thomas Licensing, LLC, to host Day Out With Thomas at Crossroads Village & Huckleberry Railroad in 2026 and 2027. NO USE OF COUNTY GENERAL FUND.

Keeler: Increase in participation? A lot?
Linihan: Sizeable increase.
	
ACTION TAKEN:
Motion by Commissioner Lane
Supported by Commissioner Sylvester

MOTION AND SUPPORT TO APPROVE AGREEMENT AND REFER TO BOC APPROVAL PROCESS. 
   
YEAS:  	Brandon, Figueroa, Goetzinger, Howell, Keeler, Lane, Sylvester
NAYS:	None
ABSENT: Avery, Clemons

MOTION CARRIED 7-0-2

G. REQUEST TO APPROVE EXPENSE – WEBUILDFUN, INC.
Genesee County Parks and Recreation staff requests the approval of an expense to Webuildfun, Inc., in a total amount not to exceed $8,647.46, for the purchase of replacement slide equipment for the playground at Linden County Park. NO USE OF COUNTY GENERAL FUND.
	
ACTION TAKEN:
Motion by Commissioner Lane
Supported by Commissioner Brandon

MOTION AND SUPPORT TO APPROVE EXPENSE AND REFER TO BOC APPROVAL PROCESS. 
   
YEAS:  	Brandon, Figueroa, Goetzinger, Howell, Keeler, Lane, Sylvester
NAYS:	None
ABSENT: Avery, Clemons

MOTION CARRIED 7-0-2

H. REQUEST TO APPROVE MDOT PERFORMANCE RESOLUTION
Genesee County Parks and Recreation staff requests the approval of an agreement with MDOT for a resolution to allow the Grand Traverse Greenway to traverse under the Court Street Bridge. The Grand Traverse Greenway will pass over a MDOT easement.

Keeler: They cover the land?
Linihan: Yes.
	
ACTION TAKEN:
Motion by Commissioner Keeler
Supported by Commissioner Lane

MOTION AND SUPPORT TO APPROVE EXPENSE AND REFER TO BOC APPROVAL PROCESS. 
   
YEAS:  	Brandon, Figueroa, Goetzinger, Howell, Keeler, Lane, Sylvester
NAYS:	None
ABSENT: Avery, Clemons

MOTION CARRIED 7-0-2

5. OLD/NEW BUSINESS — None. 

6. OPPORTUNITY FOR COMMISSIONERS TO ADDRESS THE COMMISSION

Lane: Excited staff seeking sponsorship.

Brandon: Water is coming up on Holloway.

Howell: The mParks Conference is a good opportunity to learn.

Figueroa: We love Parks, appreciate the commitment, important to go to the events.


7. ADJOURNMENT. Hearing no objections to adjournment, the meeting adjourned at 10:58 AM.

I, Allyson Voelker, Marketing Assistant, certify that the above is a true and correct transcript from the March 12, 2026, Parks and Recreation Commission meeting that was duly called and held in all respects in accordance with the laws of the State of MI and the by-laws of the company and that a quorum was present.

I further certify that the votes and resolutions of the commissioners of Genesee County Parks and Recreation Commission at the meeting are operative and in full force and effect and have not been annulled or modified by any vote or resolution passed or adopted by the board since that meeting.


_________________________________________
Allyson Voelker, Marketing Assistant
Genesee County Parks and Recreation Commission
810.736.7100
avoelker@gcparks.org
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