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COMMISSION MINUTES:   	March 26, 2026

MEMBERS PRESENT IN-PERSON:
	President Anne Figueroa
Vice President Gary Goetzinger
Secretary Mike Keeler
Commissioner James Avery
	Commissioner Bill Brandon
	Commissioner Domonique Clemons
	Commissioner Cathy Lane
Commissioner Kevin Sylvester
	
MEMBERS ABSENT: 	
Commissioner Travis Howell

		
STAFF PRESENT IN-PERSON:	
Patrick Linihan, Parks Director; Melissa Gagne, Parks Operations Manager; Tim Williams, Sergeant; Jeff Johns, Deputy Director; Jill Convis, Parks Reservations Coordinator; Scott Burnett, Parks Operations Manager; Beth Schrader, CRV Event Coordinator; Nicole Ferguson, Chief Park Naturalist; Courtney Prout, Park Naturalist; Cassie Voelker, Director of Finance and Park Operations

OTHERS PRESENT:	Tom Kehoe, Genesee, MI
	Martin Hefter


1. [bookmark: _Hlk94858216]CALL TO ORDER.  President Figueroa presided and called the meeting to order at 10:00 AM. 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT.  Anyone wishing to address the commission must state their name and address and they have 3 minutes to speak.

Public comment received. [image: ]

3. [bookmark: _Hlk106184195]CONSENT AGENDA.  President Figueroa asked Commissioners if there were any items they wish to remove from the consent agenda for discussion. No items were removed.
ACTION TAKEN:
Motion by Commissioner Keeler
Supported by Commissioner Brandon








MOTION AND SUPPORT TO APPROVE ITEMS A-C AS LISTED IN PACKET.
YEAS:  	Avery, Brandon, Clemons, Figueroa, Goetzinger, Keeler, Lane, Sylvester
NAYS:	None
ABSENT: Howell

MOTION CARRIED 8-0-1

4. DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· Parks getting ready – facilities opening
· Day Out With Thomas contract approved and we will begin selling tickets
· Piloting a QR system for payment at Mounds ORV
· April 10 – All Staff Training will be held at Crossroads Village
· April 1 – Boat launches open
· April 15 – School Days at Crossroads Village
· Congratulations to Nicole Ferguson and Courtney Prout for being recognized by Flint & Genesee Group as Champions for Inclusion
· Construction Crew submitting plans to the township for review of the maintenance pole barn at Wolverine Campground
· Request for Proposal being advertised for Attica Hotel and roof replacements at Crossroads Village
· April 11 – Michigan Horse Trails Association hosting a cleanup at Hogbacks and Elba Equestrian Complex
· Introduction: Jill Convis – Parks Reservations Coordinator
· April 29 – Volunteer Fair at Crossroads Village
· Clarification from Director regarding public comment statement about railroad ties on the ground – no comment was made stating railroad ties are illegal. When dumping, a special use permit is required.
· Comment regarding public submitted picture – pictures is of an old post when it was farmland, fence was removed, post was kept
· Comment regarding public comment statement regarding property access across from the Administration Office – we are not able to make the entrance accessible due to the slope – it is not approved for permit
· Thank you to Scott Burnett, Parks Operations Manager over Crossroads Village, for working to get a special soda commissioned for the 50th Anniversary of Crossroads Village from Frankenmuth Brewery


A. REQUEST TO APPROVE PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT – GC HERB SOCIETY
Genesee County Parks and Recreation staff requests approval of a Park Partnership Agreement with Genesee County Herb Society for continued maintenance of herb gardens at Crossroads Village & Huckleberry Railroad.

Keeler: What do they do with the herbs?
Linihan: Dry them to sell.

ACTION TAKEN:
Motion by Commissioner Keeler
Supported by Commissioner Brandon

MOTION AND SUPPORT TO APPROVE PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT AND OBTAIN SIGNATURES FROM PRESIDENT AND SECRETARY.
YEAS:  	Avery, Brandon, Clemons, Figueroa, Goetzinger, Keeler, Lane, Sylvester
NAYS:	None
ABSENT: Howell

MOTION CARRIED 8-0-1


B. REQUEST TO APPROVE RESOLUTION – MDOT – GRAND TRAVERSE GREENWAY TRAIL
Genesee County Parks and Recreation staff requests approval of a resolution committing to the maintenance of the Grand Traverse Greenway Trail, in support of the application to receive TAP funds for the project, through MDOT.

Keeler: When will the trail work start?
Linihan: This year, around July.

ACTION TAKEN:
Motion by Commissioner Lane
Supported by Commissioner Keeler

MOTION AND SUPPORT TO APPROVE RESOLUTION AND OBTAIN SIGNATURES FROM PRESIDENT AND SECRETARY.
YEAS:  	Avery, Brandon, Clemons, Figueroa, Goetzinger, Keeler, Lane, Sylvester
NAYS:	None
ABSENT: Howell

MOTION CARRIED 8-0-1


C. [bookmark: _Hlk195778241]REQUEST TO APPROVE AGREEMENT – GISD – WORKFORCE INNOVATION AND OPPORTUNITY ACT (WIOA) (FOR-MAR)
Genesee County Parks and Recreation staff requests approval of an agreement with Genesee Intermediate School District (GISD) for the purpose of providing work experience to WIOA eligible youth to enhance employability. For-Mar Nature Preserve & Arboretum will be used as a worksite. This is paid by GISD through a Michigan Works! Grant. NO USE OF COUNTY GENERAL FUND. NO USE OF PARKS FUND. 

ACTION TAKEN:
Motion by Commissioner Lane
Supported by Commissioner Brandon

MOTION AND SUPPORT TO APPROVE WORKSITE AGREEMENT AND OBTAIN SIGNATURES FROM COMMISSION.
Genesee County Parks and Recreation staff requests approval of a Park Partnership Agreement with Genesee County Herb Society for continued maintenance of herb gardens at Crossroads Village & Huckleberry Railroad.

ACTION TAKEN:
Motion by Commissioner Keeler
Supported by Commissioner Brandon

MOTION AND SUPPORT TO APPROVE PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT AND OBTAIN SIGNATURES FROM PRESIDENT AND SECRETARY.
YEAS:  	Avery, Brandon, Clemons, Figueroa, Goetzinger, Keeler, Lane, Sylvester
NAYS:	None
ABSENT: Howell

MOTION CARRIED 8-0-1


5. OLD/NEW BUSINESS — None. 

6. OPPORTUNITY FOR COMMISSIONERS TO ADDRESS THE COMMISSION

Goetzinger: Board of Commissioners plan to appoint the vacant Parks Commission seat in April.

Clemons: The Clerks Office is closed on Fridays. 

Sylvester: Can we have a response to the public comment about Holloway?
Linihan: We are looking at grant opportunities.

Lane: Spoke with Melissa Gagne about attending Revenue Development & Management School. I appreciate the Director answering questions from the public. I am proud of the team.

Figueroa: Appreciate staff doing more training. Attended Maple Syrup festival. I encourage the commission to attend events. 

Brandon: Plans for campsites at Pyles Road?
Linihan: We will be advertising a RFP for engineering.
Brandon: Rustic sites?
Linihan: Possibly. Cabins will have water and sewer. 
Keeler: How many?
Linihan: That is part of the process to determine. 
Keeler: Will it have a private boat launch?
Linihan: Yes.

Lane: Do we have an update on the state park?
Linihan: We have a Notice to Proceed at Happy Hollow.
Keeler: Can we have a meeting at the Watershed and tour?
Linihan: Yes, we have one scheduled in September.

Linihan: We have the Annual MNRTF Visit – April 14 and 15 in Flint – Hosted by the DNR and Heart of the Lakes.


7. ADJOURNMENT. Hearing no objections to adjournment, the meeting adjourned at 10:31 AM.

I, Melissa Gagne, Parks Operations Manager, certify that the above is a true and correct transcript from the March 26, 2026, Parks and Recreation Commission meeting that was duly called and held in all respects in accordance with the laws of the State of MI and the by-laws of the company and that a quorum was present.

I further certify that the votes and resolutions of the commissioners of Genesee County Parks and Recreation Commission at the meeting are operative and in full force and effect and have not been annulled or modified by any vote or resolution passed or adopted by the board since that meeting.


_________________________________________
Melissa Gagne, Parks Operations Manager
Genesee County Parks and Recreation Commission
810.736.7100
mgagne@gcparks.org
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