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COMMISSION MINUTES:   	May 14, 2026

MEMBERS PRESENT IN-PERSON:
	Vice President Gary Goetzinger
Secretary Mike Keeler
Commissioner Ayana Allen
Commissioner James Avery
	Commissioner Bill Brandon
	Commissioner Domonique Clemons
	Commissioner Travis Howell
	Commissioner Cathy Lane
Commissioner Kevin Sylvester
	
MEMBERS ABSENT: 	
President Anne Figueroa

		
STAFF PRESENT IN-PERSON:	
Patrick Linihan, Parks Director; Melissa Gagne, Parks Operations Manager; Rick Witham, Chief of Park Police; Jeff Johns, Deputy Director; Nicole Ferguson, Chief Park Naturalist; Emily Stetson, Park Program Manager; Courtney Prout, Park Naturalist; Rose Menzies, Park Naturalist; Jackie Domerese, Communications, Event and Brand Manager; Kathleen Gossett, Administrative Assistant

OTHERS PRESENT:	Tom Kehoe, Genesee, MI; Chris Johns, Burton, MI


1. [bookmark: _Hlk94858216]CALL TO ORDER.  Vice President Goetzinger presided and called the meeting to order at 10:00 AM. 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT.  Anyone wishing to address the commission must state their name and address and they have 3 minutes to speak.

Public comment received. [image: ]

3. [bookmark: _Hlk106184195]CONSENT AGENDA.  Vice President Goetzinger asked Commissioners if there were any items they wish to remove from the consent agenda for discussion. No items were removed.
ACTION TAKEN:
Motion by Commissioner Lane
Supported by Commissioner Avery








MOTION AND SUPPORT TO APPROVE ITEMS A-C AS LISTED IN PACKET.
YEAS:  	Allen, Avery, Brandon, Clemons, Goetzinger, Howell, Keeler, Lane, Sylvester
NAYS:	None
ABSENT: Figueroa

MOTION CARRIED 9-0-1

4. DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· Address complaint regarding restrooms not open at Bluegill – restrooms are seasonal with no heat. Opening is weather dependent.
· Wolverine opening weekend had 30 campsites – most ever booked for opening weekend.
· National Police Week – Thank you to all Park Police Officers for being community facing.
· Leadership team and staff hosted a cleanup of Carpenter Road.
· Introduce Rose Menzies – Park Naturalist overseeing the DNR grant funded program providing nature based urban youth programming in the state park area.
· The Lone Wolverine is at For-Mar.
· Held a staff training on May 9 for almost 100 people. 
· Great job to Training Committee.
· Bid for Attica Hotel renovation of the exterior of the building is being advertised.
· Bid for roofs at Crossroads Village is being advertised.
· Hosting CPR/First Aid classes.
· Construction Crew has been at Wolverine Campground installing new roof and cement pads.
· Mounds ORV opens May 16.
· May 24 – Lake Nepessing Bass Tournament at Walleye.
· Flyers to Commission – Get Youth Outdoors and Canoemobile

A. PRESENTATION: UAW – GET YOUTH OUTDOORS

B. PRESENTATION: RICHFIELD BMX – AUSTIN KELLY & HOLLY GROTE

C. [bookmark: _Hlk195778241]AUTHORIZATION TO WAIVE A PARK RULE – BMX EVENTS
Genesee County Parks and Recreation staff requests to authorize the Parks Director to allow the BMX group to conduct races past dusk on select dates through December 2026, at the Richfield County Park – BMX Track.

ACTION TAKEN:
Motion by Commissioner Brandon
Supported by Commissioner Clemons

MOTION AND SUPPORT TO AUTHORIZE WAIVER OF PARK RULE TO ALLOW RACES TO BE HELD PAST DUSK ON SELECT DATES.
YEAS:  	Allen, Avery, Brandon, Clemons, Goetzinger, Howell, Keeler, Lane, Sylvester
NAYS:	None
ABSENT: Figueroa

MOTION CARRIED 9-0-1

D. REQUEST TO ACCEPT GRANT – NOAA (FRRP)
Genesee County Parks and Recreation staff requests approval to accept a grant from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) for continued work on the Flint River Restoration Project. This is year 3 of the multiyear award with an increase of $975,572.00, for a grant total of $1,732,867.00. Match from City of Flint escrow account. NO USE OF COUNTY GENERAL FUND. NO USE OF PARK FUND.

ACTION TAKEN:
Motion by Commissioner Keeler
Supported by Commissioner Lane

MOTION AND SUPPORT TO ACCEPT GRANT AND REFER TO BOC APPROVAL PROCESS.
YEAS:  	Allen, Avery, Brandon, Clemons, Goetzinger, Howell, Keeler, Lane, Sylvester
NAYS:	None
ABSENT: Figueroa

MOTION CARRIED 9-0-1

E. REQUEST TO APPROVE ADOPT A PARK AGREEMENTS
Genesee County Parks and Recreation staff requests approval of Adopt a Park agreement for City of Flint parks and spaces, through Keep Genesee County Beautiful.

ACTION TAKEN:
Motion by Commissioner Clemons
Supported by Commissioner Lane

MOTION AND SUPPORT TO APPROVE ADOPT A PARK AGREEMENTS AND OBTAIN SIGNATURES FROM THE COMMISSION.
YEAS:  	Allen, Avery, Brandon, Clemons, Goetzinger, Howell, Keeler, Lane, Sylvester
NAYS:	None
ABSENT: Figueroa

MOTION CARRIED 9-0-1

F. REQUEST TO APPROVE AGREEMENT – GISD WATERSHED WONDERS
Genesee County Parks and Recreation staff requests approval of an agreement with GISD for For-Mar staff to provide Watershed Wonders curriculum for Professional Development.

ACTION TAKEN:
Motion by Commissioner Lane
Supported by Commissioner Avery

MOTION AND SUPPORT TO APPROVE AGREEMENT AND OBTAIN SIGNATURES FROM THE COMMISSION.
YEAS:  	Allen, Avery, Brandon, Clemons, Goetzinger, Howell, Keeler, Lane, Sylvester
NAYS:	None
ABSENT: Figueroa

MOTION CARRIED 9-0-1

G. REQUEST TO ESTABLISH & FILL POSITION – PARK RANGER
Genesee County Parks and Recreation staff requests approval to post and fill one (1) Park Ranger position for the State Park area. This position will provide coverage on opposite shifts fo the current Park Ranger assigned to the area. Paid by State Park funds. NO USE OF PARKS MILLAGE FUNDS. NO USE OF COUNTY GENERAL FUND.

ACTION TAKEN:
Motion by Commissioner Brandon
Supported by Commissioner Lane



MOTION AND SUPPORT TO POST AND FILL ONE PARK RANGER POSITION AND REFER TO BOC APPROVAL PROCESS.
YEAS:  	Allen, Avery, Brandon, Clemons, Goetzinger, Howell, Keeler, Lane, Sylvester
NAYS:	None
ABSENT: Figueroa

MOTION CARRIED 9-0-1

5. OLD/NEW BUSINESS — None. 

6. OPPORTUNITY FOR COMMISSIONERS TO ADDRESS THE COMMISSION

Clemons: Lead with love and compassion.

Lane: Read Annual Report – accolades to the staff for their work.

Brandon: Inquiry about buoys for Holloway no wake zone.

Goetzinger: Amazed at how much we have. Thank you to all.


7. ADJOURNMENT. Hearing no objections to adjournment, the meeting adjourned at 10:54 AM.

I, Melissa Gagne, Parks Operations Manager, certify that the above is a true and correct transcript from the May 14, 2026, Parks and Recreation Commission meeting that was duly called and held in all respects in accordance with the laws of the State of MI and the by-laws of the company and that a quorum was present.

I further certify that the votes and resolutions of the commissioners of Genesee County Parks and Recreation Commission at the meeting are operative and in full force and effect and have not been annulled or modified by any vote or resolution passed or adopted by the board since that meeting.


_________________________________________
Melissa Gagne, Parks Operations Manager
Genesee County Parks and Recreation Commission
810.736.7100
mgagne@gcparks.org
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