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COMMISSION MINUTES:   	July 23, 2026

MEMBERS PRESENT IN-PERSON:
President Anne Figueroa
	Secretary Mike Keeler
	Commissioner Ayana Allen
Commissioner James Avery
	Commissioner Bill Brandon
	Commissioner Domonique Clemons
	Commissioner Kevin Sylvester
	
MEMBERS ABSENT: 	Vice President Gary Goetzinger, Commissioner Travis Howell, 
Commissioner Cathy Lane
		
STAFF PRESENT IN-PERSON:	
Patrick Linihan, Director; Melissa Gagne, Parks Operations Manager; Rick Witham, Chief of Park Police; Cassie Voelker, Director of Finance and Park Operations; Nicole Ferguson, Chief Park Naturalist; Courtney Prout, Park Naturalist; Emily Stetson, Park Program Manager

OTHERS PRESENT:	Tom Kehoe, Genesee, MI 


1. [bookmark: _Hlk94858216]CALL TO ORDER.  President Figueroa presided and called the meeting to order at 10:05am. 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT.  Anyone wishing to address the commission must state their name and address and they have 3 minutes to speak.

Public comment received. [image: ]

3. [bookmark: _Hlk106184195]CONSENT AGENDA.  President Figueroa asked Commissioners if there were any items they wish to remove from the consent agenda for discussion. No items were removed.
ACTION TAKEN:
Motion by Commissioner Keeler
Supported by Commissioner Brandon











MOTION AND SUPPORT TO APPROVE ITEMS A-C AS LISTED IN PACKET.
YEAS:  	Allen, Avery, Brandon, Clemons, Figueroa, Keeler, Sylvester
NAYS:	None
ABSENT: Goetzinger, Howell, Lane

MOTION CARRIED 7-0-3

4. DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· Introduce Project SEARCH – Josh Caswell and interns
· Riverbank update – Amphitheater Block work access to river, Marketstall Block channels dug, Happy Hollow mountain bike trails being developed, DNR programming
· City of Burton is installing a connection from For-Mar to Kelly Lake
· In the 3rd quarter, over 18,000 people have come through For-Mar, over 10,000 attended programming, 12,000 attended adaptive recreation programs, and saw over 7,000 outreach
· Vietnam Veterans the WALL will be at Bluebell Beach, July 3 – August 3
· Events – Mott Lake Trail Run, Cross Country, St. Mary’s 5K
· Elba Volunteer Day – August 1
· FRWC’s Flotilla event – August 1

A. REQUEST TO APPROVE ADOPT A PARK AGREEMENTS (4) (KGCB)
Genesee County Parks and Recreation staff requests approval of Adopt A Park Agreements for McKinley Park, Brennan Park, Riverside West, Amos Park and Rollingwood Park.  

ACTION TAKEN:
Motion by Commissioner Clemons
Supported by Commissioner Allen

MOTION AND SUPPORT TO APPROVE ADOPT A PARK AGREEMENTS AND OBTAIN SIGNATURES FROM THE COMMISSION.
YEAS:  	Allen, Avery, Brandon, Clemons, Figueroa, Keeler, Sylvester
NAYS:	None
ABSENT: Goetzinger, Howell, Lane

MOTION CARRIED 7-0-3

B. REQUEST TO AWARD BID – REROOFING OF BEACH HOUSE LOCATED AT BLUEBELL BEACH
Genesee County Parks and Recreation staff requests approval to award ITB #26-505 – Reroofing of Beach House Located at Bluebell Beach to Advanced Construction Group, Inc., for a total amount not to exceed $76,000. NO USE OF COUNTY GENERAL FUND. 

ACTION TAKEN:
Motion by Commissioner Sylvester
Supported by Commissioner Avery

MOTION AND SUPPORT TO APPROVE AWARDING BID TO ADVANCED CONSTRUCTION GROUP, INC.  AND REFER TO BOC APPROVAL PROCESS.
YEAS:  	Allen, Avery, Brandon, Clemons, Figueroa, Keeler, Sylvester
NAYS:	None
ABSENT: Goetzinger, Howell, Lane

MOTION CARRIED 7-0-3

C. APPROVE DRAFT PARKS COMMISSION BUDGET FY 2026-2027

1. RES-055-26: FUND 2080 – GENERAL OPERATING

ACTION TAKEN:
Motion by Commissioner Brandon
Supported by Commissioner Sylvester

MOTION AND SUPPORT TO APPROVE FUND 2080 AND REFER TO BOC APPROVAL PROCESS.
YEAS:  	Allen, Avery, Brandon, Clemons, Figueroa, Keeler, Sylvester
NAYS:	None
ABSENT: Goetzinger, Howell, Lane

MOTION CARRIED 7-0-3

2. RES-056-26: FUND 2083 – CROSSROADS VILLAGE

ACTION TAKEN:
Motion by Commissioner Brandon
Supported by Commissioner Sylvester

MOTION AND SUPPORT TO APPROVE FUND 2083 AND REFER TO BOC APPROVAL PROCESS.
YEAS:  	Allen, Avery, Brandon, Clemons, Figueroa, Keeler, Sylvester
NAYS:	None
ABSENT: Goetzinger, Howell, Lane

MOTION CARRIED 7-0-3

3. RES-057-26: FUND 2084/2085 – KEEP GENESEE COUNTY BEAUTIFUL




D. REQUEST TO APPROVE 2 PARK RANGER POSITIONS
Genesee County Parks and Recreation staff requests approval to post and fill two Park Ranger positions to provide coverage on opposite shifts of the current full-time staff. NO USE OF COUNTY GENERAL FUND.

ACTION TAKEN:
Motion by Commissioner Keeler
Supported by Commissioner Lane

MOTION AND SUPPORT TO APPROVE POSTING AND FILLING 2 POSITIONS AND REFER TO BOC APPROVAL PROCESS.
YEAS:  	Allen, Avery, Brandon, Clemons, Figueroa, Goetzinger, Howell, Keeler, Lane, Sylvester
NAYS:	None
ABSENT: None

MOTION CARRIED 10-0-0

E. REQUEST TO APPROVE PROCLAMATION – PARK AND RECREATION MONTH
Genesee County Parks and Recreation staff requests approval to proclaim July as Park and Recreation Month in Genesee County, jointly with the National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA).

ACTION TAKEN:
Motion by Commissioner Lane
Supported by Commissioner Brandon

MOTION AND SUPPORT TO PROCLAIM JULY AS PARK AND RECREATION MONTH.
YEAS:  	Allen, Avery, Brandon, Clemons, Figueroa, Goetzinger, Howell, Keeler, Lane, Sylvester
NAYS:	None
ABSENT: None

MOTION CARRIED 10-0-0
F. DISCUSSION: STANLEY ROAD TUBES FISHING SITE


5. OLD/NEW BUSINESS — None. 


6. OPPORTUNITY FOR COMMISSIONERS TO ADDRESS THE COMMISSION

Keeler: Jazz music is being held at Pierce Park every Friday from 5:30-7:30. The first stage of construction began in the park.
Figueroa: Good education on the Pierce Park facebook page.
Keeler: Thank you to Drains.

Goetzinger: Will be gone rest of the month.

Clemons: Fenton Pride will see 3,000+ people, July 18 is the Pride event at the flat lot in Flint. It is election season, early voting starts soon, register to vote. 

Lane: Stay safe and cool.

Howell: Toured the state park area with Rose Menzies, Park Naturalist.

Figueroa: Stay safe and continue doing the fun jobs. 


7. CLOSED SESSION TO DISCUSS MATTERS OF A CONFIDENTIAL NATURE

ACTION TAKEN:
Motion by Commissioner Avery
Supported by Commissioner Lane

MOTION AND SUPPORT TO ENTER INTO CLOSED SESSION.
YEAS:  	Allen, Avery, Brandon, Clemons, Figueroa, Goetzinger, Howell, Keeler, Lane, Sylvester
NAYS:	None
ABSENT: None

MOTION CARRIED 10-0-0

8. ADJOURNMENT. Hearing no objections to adjournment, the meeting adjourned at 11:15am.

I, Melissa Gagne, Parks Operations Manager, certify that the above is a true and correct transcript from the July 9, 2026, Parks and Recreation Commission meeting that was duly called and held in all respects in accordance with the laws of the State of MI and the by-laws of the company and that a quorum was present.

I further certify that the votes and resolutions of the commissioners of Genesee County Parks and Recreation Commission at the meeting are operative and in full force and effect and have not been annulled or modified by any vote or resolution passed or adopted by the board since that meeting.


_________________________________________
Melissa Gagne, Parks Operations Manager
Genesee County Parks and Recreation Commission
810.736.7100
mgagne@gcparks.org
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