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COMMISSION MINUTES:   	August 13, 2026

MEMBERS PRESENT IN-PERSON:
Vice President Gary Goetzinger	
Secretary Mike Keeler
	Commissioner Ayana Allen
Commissioner James Avery
	Commissioner Bill Brandon
	Commissioner Domonique Clemons
	Commissioner Travis Howell
	Commissioner Cathy Lane
	Commissioner Kevin Sylvester
	
MEMBERS ABSENT: 	President Anne Figueroa

		
STAFF PRESENT IN-PERSON:	
Patrick Linihan, Director; Melissa Gagne, Parks Operations Manager; Kathleen Gossett, Administrative Assistant; Rick Witham, Chief of Park Police; Nicole Ferguson, Chief Park Naturalist; Emily Stetson, Park Program Manager; Sam Lazar, Park Program Manager; Jackie Domerese, Parks Communications, Event and Brand Manager

OTHERS PRESENT:	Tom Kehoe, Genesee, MI 


1. [bookmark: _Hlk94858216]CALL TO ORDER.  Vice President Goetzinger presided and called the meeting to order at 10:01am. 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT.  Anyone wishing to address the commission must state their name and address and they have 3 minutes to speak.

Public comment received. [image: ]

3. [bookmark: _Hlk106184195]CONSENT AGENDA.  Vice President Goetzinger asked Commissioners if there were any items they wish to remove from the consent agenda for discussion. No items were removed.
ACTION TAKEN:
Motion by Commissioner Lane
Supported by Commissioner Avery









MOTION AND SUPPORT TO APPROVE ITEMS A-C AS LISTED IN PACKET.
YEAS:  	Allen, Avery, Brandon, Clemons, Goetzinger, Howell, Keeler, Lane
NAYS:	None
ABSENT: Figueroa, Sylvester

MOTION CARRIED 8-0-2

4. DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· Vietnam Veterans WALL was a great event
· Mott Lake Trail Run coming
· Thomas the Train starts this weekend and seeing higher numbers than the past
· Flint River Flotilla event had 80 people attend
· St. Mary’s 5K is in October
· The Genesee County Fair is the week of the 24th
· Wine Walk sold out and has a bigger turnout of 130 people

A. REQUEST TO APPROVE MOU – FLINT INSTITUTE OF MUSIC
Genesee County Parks and Recreation staff requests approval of a Memorandum of Understanding between Genesee County Parks and the Flint Institute of Music to provide talent at Parks events through December 2026.

ACTION TAKEN:
Motion by Commissioner Keeler
Supported by Commissioner Brandon

MOTION AND SUPPORT TO APPROVE MOU AND OBTAIN SIGNATURES FROM THE COMMISSION.
YEAS:  	Allen, Avery, Brandon, Clemons, Goetzinger, Howell, Keeler, Lane
NAYS:	None
ABSENT: Figueroa, Sylvester

MOTION CARRIED 8-0-2

B. REQUEST TO APPROVE AGREEMENT – GISD-EKLC
Genesee County Parks and Recreation staff requests approval of an agreement with Genesee Intermediate School District – Elmer Knopf Learning Center for For-Mar staff to provide adaptive environmental education programs during the 2026-2027 school year. This includes 16 visits, effective September 22, 2026 through April 22, 2027.

ACTION TAKEN:
Motion by Commissioner Lane
Supported by Commissioner Brandon

MOTION AND SUPPORT TO APPROVE AGREEMENT AND OBTAIN SIGNATURES FROM THE COMMISSION.
YEAS:  	Allen, Avery, Brandon, Clemons, Goetzinger, Howell, Keeler, Lane
NAYS:	None
ABSENT: Figueroa, Sylvester

MOTION CARRIED 8-0-2



C. REQUEST TO ACCEPT GRANT – MEDC RAP
Genesee County Parks and Recreation staff requests approval to accept a grant from the Michigan Economic Development Corporation, for work associated with the Flint Riverfront Restoration Project, in the amount of $1,000,000. NO USE OF PARKS MILLAGE OR PARKS GENERAL FUNDS. NO USE OF GENERAL FUND. No match.

ACTION TAKEN:
Motion by Commissioner Brandon
Supported by Commissioner Lane

MOTION AND SUPPORT TO ACCEPT GRANT AND REFER TO BOC APPROVAL PROCESS.
YEAS:  	Allen, Avery, Brandon, Clemons, Goetzinger, Howell, Keeler, Lane
NAYS:	None
ABSENT: Figueroa, Sylvester

MOTION CARRIED 8-0-2

D. INFORMATIONAL: MICHIGAN DNR CORRESPONDENCE

E. INFORMATIONAL: AMERICA 250 EVENT INVITATION


5. OLD/NEW BUSINESS — None. 


6. OPPORTUNITY FOR COMMISSIONERS TO ADDRESS THE COMMISSION

Keeler: Did we choose the sign for Veterans?
Linihan: No.

Lane: Safe travels for Labor Day. Congratulations for successful summer.


7. ADJOURNMENT. Hearing no objections to adjournment, the meeting adjourned at 10:22am.

I, Kathleen Gossett, Administrative Assistant, certify that the above is a true and correct transcript from the August 13, 2026, Parks and Recreation Commission meeting that was duly called and held in all respects in accordance with the laws of the State of MI and the by-laws of the company and that a quorum was present.

I further certify that the votes and resolutions of the commissioners of Genesee County Parks and Recreation Commission at the meeting are operative and in full force and effect and have not been annulled or modified by any vote or resolution passed or adopted by the board since that meeting.


_________________________________________
Kathleen Gossett, Administrative Assistant
Genesee County Parks and Recreation Commission
810.736.7100
mgagne@gcparks.org
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