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COMMISSION MINUTES:   	August 27, 2026

MEMBERS PRESENT IN-PERSON:
President Anne Figueroa
Vice President Gary Goetzinger	
Secretary Mike Keeler
Commissioner James Avery
	Commissioner Bill Brandon
	Commissioner Travis Howell
	Commissioner Kevin Sylvester
	
MEMBERS ABSENT: 	Commissioner Ayana Allen
	Commissioner Domonique Clemons
	Commissioner Cathy Lane


		
STAFF PRESENT IN-PERSON:	
Patrick Linihan, Director; Kathleen Gossett, Administrative Assistant; Rick Witham, Chief of Park Police; Nicole Ferguson, Chief Park Naturalist; Courtney Prout, Park Naturalist; Anthony Walter, Parks Operations Manager; Jeff Johns, Deputy Director

OTHERS PRESENT:	None. 


1. [bookmark: _Hlk94858216]CALL TO ORDER.  President Figueroa presided and called the meeting to order at 10:00am. 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT.  Anyone wishing to address the commission must state their name and address and they have 3 minutes to speak.

None.

3. [bookmark: _Hlk106184195]CONSENT AGENDA.  President Figueroa asked Commissioners if there were any items they wish to remove from the consent agenda for discussion. No items were removed.
ACTION TAKEN:
Motion by Commissioner Keeler
Supported by Commissioner Goetzinger
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MOTION AND SUPPORT TO APPROVE ITEMS A-C AS LISTED IN PACKET.
YEAS:  	Avery, Brandon, Figueroa, Goetzinger, Howell, Keeler, Sylvester
NAYS:	None
ABSENT: Allen, Clemons, Lane

MOTION CARRIED 7-0-3

4. DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· Crim Yoga Retreat at For-Mar on September 12
· 10,517 people visited Day Out With Thomas. Marketing did a great job. 75% of attendees were from outside of Genesee County.
· Averaging 174 people per day visiting Bluegill Boat Launch
· Thank you to commissioner for coming to the Friends of For-Mar Wine Walk event.
· 4,700 people visiting the Vietnam WALL 

A. REQUEST TO AWARD BID – LOCOMOTIVE 464 BOILER REPAIR
Genesee County Parks and Recreation staff requests approval to award ITB #26-511- Locomotive 464 Boiler Repair to Purvis & Foster Inc. Total contract amount: $146,327.00. This project is funded by C.S. Mott grant funds. NO USE OF COUNTY GENERAL FUND. NO USE OF PARKS FUND. 

ACTION TAKEN:
Motion by Commissioner Avery
Supported by Commissioner Goetzinger

MOTION AND SUPPORT TO APPROVE AWARDING BID AND REFER TO BOC APPROVAL PROCESS.
YEAS:  	Avery, Brandon, Figueroa, Goetzinger, Howell, Keeler, Sylvester
NAYS:	None
ABSENT: Allen, Clemons, Lane

MOTION CARRIED 7-0-3

B. REQUEST TO APPROVE AGREEMENT – GISD 21ST CENTURY 
Genesee County Parks and Recreation staff requests approval of an agreement with GISD for For-Mar to provide Nature Clubs programs for 21st Century after school students. Total amount paid to For-Mar not to exceed $10,020.00.

ACTION TAKEN:
Motion by Commissioner Sylvester
Supported by Commissioner Brandon

MOTION AND SUPPORT TO APPROVE AGREEMENT AND OBTAIN SIGNATURES FROM THE COMMISSION.
YEAS:  	Avery, Brandon, Figueroa, Goetzinger, Howell, Keeler, Sylvester
NAYS:	None
ABSENT: Allen, Clemons, Lane

MOTION CARRIED 7-0-3

C. REQUEST TO APPROVE SPECIAL EVENT LIQUOR LICENSE APPLICATION – CHILI NIGHTS
Genesee County Parks and Recreation staff requests approval to submit a Special Event Liquor License Application to the Michigan Liquor Control Commission to set up an outdoor area for the Chili Nights & Village Lights event at Crossroads Village on Thursday, October 1, 2026.

ACTION TAKEN:
Motion by Commissioner Brandon
Supported by Commissioner Sylvester

MOTION AND SUPPORT TO APPROVE SUBMISSION OF APPLICATION TO MICHIGAN LIQUOR CONTROL COMMISSION.
YEAS:  	Avery, Brandon, Figueroa, Goetzinger, Howell, Keeler, Sylvester
NAYS:	None
ABSENT: Allen, Clemons, Lane

MOTION CARRIED 7-0-3

D. REQUEST TO APPROVE SPECIAL EVENT LIQUOR LICENSE APPLICATION – LNO
Genesee County Parks and Recreation staff requests approval to submit a Special Event Liquor License Application to the Michigan Liquor Control Commission to establish a strolling area for liquor sales during the Ladies Night Out event at Crossroads Village on November 14, 2026.

ACTION TAKEN:
Motion by Commissioner Keeler
Supported by Commissioner Sylvester

MOTION AND SUPPORT TO APPROVE SUBMISSION OF APPLICATION TO MICHIGAN LIQUOR CONTROL COMMISSION.
YEAS:  	Avery, Brandon, Figueroa, Goetzinger, Howell, Keeler, Sylvester
NAYS:	None
ABSENT: Allen, Clemons, Lane

MOTION CARRIED 7-0-3


E. REQUEST TO APPROVE MARKETING PLAN FYE 2027
Genesee County Parks and Recreation staff requests approval of the prepared Parks Marketing Plan for FYE 2027.  The prepared Marketing Plan is for advertising and marketing buys that will be invoiced October 2026 through September 2027. NO USE OF COUNTY GENERAL FUND. 

ACTION TAKEN:
Motion by Commissioner Sylvester
Supported by Commissioner Avery

MOTION AND SUPPORT TO APPROVE PARKS MARKETING PLAN FYE 2027 AND REFER TO BOC APPROVAL PROCESS.
YEAS:  	Avery, Brandon, Figueroa, Goetzinger, Howell, Keeler, Sylvester
NAYS:	None
ABSENT: Allen, Clemons, Lane

MOTION CARRIED 7-0-3


5. OLD/NEW BUSINESS — None. 


6. OPPORTUNITY FOR COMMISSIONERS TO ADDRESS THE COMMISSION

Keeler: Pierce Park wetlands and flood shelf mostly in. Three center trails raised. Looking to move the sports field to highest ground. 
Goetzinger: Met with Safari Club International – preview information to use for schools. 

Brandon: Attended the Wine Walk and really enjoyed it.

Figueroa: The Genesee County Fair has a lot of traffic. Encouraging commission and friends to use the parks.


7. ADJOURNMENT. Hearing no objections to adjournment, the meeting adjourned at 10:30am.

I, Kathleen Gossett, Administrative Assistant, certify that the above is a true and correct transcript from the August 27, 2026, Parks and Recreation Commission meeting that was duly called and held in all respects in accordance with the laws of the State of MI and the by-laws of the company and that a quorum was present.

I further certify that the votes and resolutions of the commissioners of Genesee County Parks and Recreation Commission at the meeting are operative and in full force and effect and have not been annulled or modified by any vote or resolution passed or adopted by the board since that meeting.


_________________________________________
Kathleen Gossett, Administrative Assistant
Genesee County Parks and Recreation Commission
810.736.7100
mgagne@gcparks.org
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