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COMMISSION MINUTES:   	September 10, 2026

MEMBERS PRESENT IN-PERSON:
President Anne Figueroa
Secretary Mike Keeler
Commissioner Ayana Allen
Commissioner Domonique Clemons
	Commissioner Bill Brandon
	Commissioner Kevin Sylvester
	
MEMBERS ABSENT: 	Vice President Gary Goetzinger
Commissioner James Avery
Commissioner Travis Howell
	Commissioner Cathy Lane


		
STAFF PRESENT IN-PERSON:	
Patrick Linihan, Director; Melissa Gagne, Parks Operations Manager; Rick Witham, Chief of Park Police; Nicole Ferguson, Chief Park Naturalist; Emily Stetson, Park Program Manager; Leisa Gagne, Parks Operations Consultant

OTHERS PRESENT:	Natalie Pruett – State Park 
	Tom Kehoe, Genesee
	Daniel Lang, Genesee


1. [bookmark: _Hlk94858216]CALL TO ORDER.  President Figueroa presided and called the meeting to order at 10:11am. 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT.  Anyone wishing to address the commission must state their name and address and they have 3 minutes to speak.

Public comment received.

3. [bookmark: _Hlk106184195]CONSENT AGENDA.  President Figueroa asked Commissioners if there were any items they wish to remove from the consent agenda for discussion. No items were removed.
ACTION TAKEN:
Motion by Commissioner Keeler
Supported by Commissioner Sylvester
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MOTION AND SUPPORT TO APPROVE ITEMS A-C AS LISTED IN PACKET.
YEAS:  	Allen, Brandon, Clemons, Figueroa, Keeler, Sylvester
NAYS:	None
ABSENT: Avery, Goetzinger, Howell, Lane

MOTION CARRIED 6-0-4

4. DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· Closed For-Mar 9/9 due to a domestic disturbance north of the park.
· Day Out With Thomas saw over 10,000 people, up 4,000 from 2025
· Genesee County Day saw over 3,800 people, day included America 250 events, Crossroads Village 50th events, a resource fair, 24 minute firework show, and 2 sold out train robbery runs
· Special shout out to Frankenmuth Old Time Photo for donating all photos taken at the event
·  Mott Lake Trail Run saw 200 people
· Genesee County Fair week ran smooth, Park Rangers did great
· Mudgirl is booked for July 2027
· Crossroads Village is setting up for Halloween
· Chili Nights is on October 1, 3rd year of event, sold out in the past
· Geocaching event this weekend
· 810 Crim Yoga Retreat this weekend
· Native Plant Sale 9/26, presale ends 9/11

A. PRESENTATION – NATALIE PRUETT – STATE PARK

B. REQUEST TO APPROVE AGREEMENT – MDNR – GRAND TRAVERSE GREENWAY
Genesee County Parks and Recreation staff requests approval of an agreement with Michigan Department of Natural Resources for development of the Grand Traverse Greenway within the State Park.

ACTION TAKEN:
Motion by Commissioner Keeler
Supported by Commissioner Allen

MOTION AND SUPPORT TO APPROVE AGREEMENT AND OBTAIN SIGNATURES FROM THE COMMISSION.
YEAS:  	Allen, Brandon, Clemons, Figueroa, Keeler, Sylvester
NAYS:	None
ABSENT: Avery, Goetzinger, Howell, Lane

MOTION CARRIED 6-0-4


5. OLD/NEW BUSINESS — None. 


6. OPPORTUNITY FOR COMMISSIONERS TO ADDRESS THE COMMISSION

Allen: Excuse absence.

Keeler: Pierce Park update – Contractors finished moving dirt, next is to seed. Waiting for response regarding sports field.
Figueroa: All volunteer work. Visit their Facebook page for updates.
Keeler: Already seeing an increase in wildlife.

Brandon: Thank you to Chief for Park Rangers leading the boat parade.

Figueroa: Saw marine patrol last week. Encourage more participation from commission to spread the word of parks. Commissioners are ambassadors.


7. ADJOURNMENT. Hearing no objections to adjournment, the meeting adjourned at 10:44am.

I, Melissa Gagne, Parks Operations Manager, certify that the above is a true and correct transcript from the September 10, 2026, Parks and Recreation Commission meeting that was duly called and held in all respects in accordance with the laws of the State of MI and the by-laws of the company and that a quorum was present.

I further certify that the votes and resolutions of the commissioners of Genesee County Parks and Recreation Commission at the meeting are operative and in full force and effect and have not been annulled or modified by any vote or resolution passed or adopted by the board since that meeting.


_________________________________________
Melissa Gagne, Parks Operations Manager
Genesee County Parks and Recreation Commission
810.736.7100
mgagne@gcparks.org

image1.jpeg
/& GENESEE COUNTY PARKS
. Get away. Right away.




image2.png
¥\ GENESEEPCOUNTY

\_G J PARKS AND RECREATION
COMMISSION





