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COMMISSION MINUTES:   	September 24, 2026

MEMBERS PRESENT IN-PERSON:
President Anne Figueroa
Vice President Gary Goetzinger
Secretary Mike Keeler
Commissioner Ayana Allen
Commissioner James Avery
Commissioner Domonique Clemons
	Commissioner Bill Brandon
Commissioner Travis Howell
	Commissioner Cathy Lane
	Commissioner Kevin Sylvester
	
MEMBERS ABSENT: 	None.
			
STAFF PRESENT IN-PERSON:	
Patrick Linihan, Director; Melissa Gagne, Parks Operations Manager; Rick Witham, Chief of Park Police; Jeff Johns, Deputy Director; Emily Stetson, Park Program Manager; Sam Lazar, Park Program Manager; Flint River Watershed Coalition staff; Keep Genesee County Beautiful staff 

OTHERS PRESENT:	None.


1. [bookmark: _Hlk94858216]CALL TO ORDER.  President Figueroa presided and called the meeting to order at 10:00am. 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT.  Anyone wishing to address the commission must state their name and address and they have 3 minutes to speak.

No public comment.

3. [bookmark: _Hlk106184195]CONSENT AGENDA.  President Figueroa asked Commissioners if there were any items they wish to remove from the consent agenda for discussion. No items were removed.
ACTION TAKEN:
Motion by Commissioner Brandon
Supported by Commissioner Lane



[image: ]





MOTION AND SUPPORT TO APPROVE ITEMS A-C AS LISTED IN PACKET.
YEAS:  	Allen, Avery, Brandon, Clemons, Figueroa, Goetzinger, Keeler, Lane, Sylvester
NAYS:	None
ABSENT: Howell

MOTION CARRIED 9-0-1

4. DIRECTOR’S REPORT

· Recognition of Emily Stetson for being selected for Flint & Genesee Group’s 40 under 40
· Genesee County Board of Commissioners gave Barb Newtown of Crossroads Village an official resolution for her 50 years of dedication and service. Parks celebrated Newtown at the 50th Anniversary/ America250 Celebration by naming the pathway to the carousel Newtown Way.
· The Merkley Trust visit took place at For-Mar on September 23. For-Mar is inspected to ensure Parks meets the requirements of the Trust.
· History of deer cull at For-Mar. Court determined that a deer cull violates the spirit of the Trust. 
· Grand Traverse Greenway Trail is coming along. There will be a ribbon cutting in November. 
· Perry Road Trail is almost done. The bridge is going in over the creek.
· The Kelly Lake walkway between Kelly Lake and For-Mar Nature Preserve & Arboretum is in. 
· State Park project received an extension for ARPA funds until November 15, 2026.
· Amphitheater Block and Market Stall Block will be substantially complete by the end of October. 
· Happy Hollow’s limestone trail is done. Hard surface trails are being worked on.
· Pilot for Genesee County staff to attend CRV for free during the summer went well. The busiest weekend for staff to attend was Fairytale weekend.
· Day Out With Thomas saw 10,930 people, an increase of over 4,000 from 2025.
· Genesee County Day saw 3,889 people.
· CRV Summer saw 42,000 people, an increase of 6,000 from 2025.
· Chili Night & Village Lights at CRV is on October 1.
· Ladies Night Out is November 21.

A. REQUEST TO AWARD BID – FLINT RIVER WATERSHED COALITION PAVILION AND SIDEWALK REBID
Genesee County Parks and Recreation staff requests approval to award ITB #26-516 – Flint River Watershed Coalition Pavilion and Sidewalk Rebid to Better2Enterprises, for a total contract amount not to exceed $133,314.76. NO USE OF PARKS FUND. NO USE OF COUNTY GENERAL FUND. 

Brandon: One bid was five times than the accepted bid.
Linihan: Water was high in the spring, hence the rebid.
Keeler: Is the pavilion for events?
Linihan: And programming.

ACTION TAKEN:
Motion by Commissioner Keeler
Supported by Commissioner Lane

MOTION AND SUPPORT TO AWARD BID TO BETTER2ENTERPRISES AND REFER TO BOC APPROVAL PROCESS.
YEAS:  	Allen, Avery, Brandon, Clemons, Figueroa, Goetzinger, Howell, Keeler, Lane, Sylvester
NAYS:	None
ABSENT: None.

MOTION CARRIED 10-0-0 


5. OLD/NEW BUSINESS — None. 


6. OPPORTUNITY FOR COMMISSIONERS TO ADDRESS THE COMMISSION

Keeler: Came early and walked. It’s looking impressive.

Clemons: 40 days away from Wednesday, November 4, Election Day. Ballots are getting issued. You can request a ballot. You can vote early.

Lane: Proud of the Director and staff – all the talents and energy deserve accolades.

Brandon: Thank you to the Director for the Parks Tour.

Figueroa: Encourage everyone to take a Parks Tour. Be informed, appreciate seeing results, and understand what’s going on.

Lane: Will there be more Park Rangers in the State Park?
Linihan: Going to have conversations for more opportunities. 


7. ADJOURNMENT. Hearing no objections to adjournment, the meeting adjourned at 10:23am.

I, Melissa Gagne, Parks Operations Manager, certify that the above is a true and correct transcript from the September 24, 2026, Parks and Recreation Commission meeting that was duly called and held in all respects in accordance with the laws of the State of MI and the by-laws of the company and that a quorum was present.

I further certify that the votes and resolutions of the commissioners of Genesee County Parks and Recreation Commission at the meeting are operative and in full force and effect and have not been annulled or modified by any vote or resolution passed or adopted by the board since that meeting.


_________________________________________
Melissa Gagne, Parks Operations Manager
Genesee County Parks and Recreation Commission
810.736.7100
mgagne@gcparks.org
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